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STANDARD

VOCAL EASE & COMFORT

¢ Vocal freedom in singing
e Lack of strain in singing
e Accessing a vocal range

appropriate for the
age/physical maturity of
the singer
Demonstrating an
emerging awareness of
healthy vocal
coordination

PITCH & RHYTHM

General pitch matching
Tempo awareness
Rhythmic consistency
Timing vocal entrances
Ability to continue with
recovery skills
Musicianship skills are
developing

TEXT COMMUNICATION

¢ Clarity and understanding

of lyrics is present at a
level appropriate to the
student's age

NOTE: Missing teeth,
retainers, teeth-straightening
trays, braces, etc.—will all
alter some pronunciations/
articulations.

EXPRESSIVE ENGAGEMENT

¢ Willingness to

communicate and
connect to the song’s
music and lyrics/text in
age-appropriate
expression.

as applied to the category of entry.

EXPLORING

70-79 points

The singer
demonstrates emerging
vocal freedom with
occasional tension or
inconsistent tone.
Range and vocal
choices are generally
appropriate for their
age and stage of
development.

The singer
demonstrates basic
pitch and rhythmic
accuracy with
occasional errors but is
able to recover and
continue.

The singer
communicates the text
with emerging clarity
and understanding
appropriate for their
age. Diction supports
basic communication.

The singer shows a
willingness to
communicate the
character or mood of
the song with emerging
expressive choices.

DEVELOPING
80-89 points

The singer performs
with increasing vocal
freedom, healthy tone,
and age-appropriate
range. Breath and vocal
coordination are
becoming more
consistent.

The singer performs
with generally accurate
pitch, steady rhythm,
and growing musical
independence.

The singer clearly
communicates the text
with growing expressive
intent and
understandable diction.

The singer makes
thoughtful expressive
choices that support the
text and demonstrates
increasing confidence in
performance.

NSA Children & Youth Rubric

Each singer’s performance is adjudicated in comparison to the following standards

ADVANCING
90-100 points

The singer performs
with natural vocal ease,
consistent healthy
production, and
confident use of an age-
appropriate range
without unnecessary
tension.

The singer performs
with consistently
accurate pitch, rhythmic
security, musical
confidence, and stylistic
awareness appropriate
to the repertoire.

The singer
communicates the text
with confidence, clarity,
and genuine connection
while remaining age
appropriate.

The singer presents an
engaging, sincere
performance that
communicates the story
naturally and
authentically for their
age.
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STANDARD

as applied to the category of entry.

DEVELOPING

70-79 points

ADVANCING
80-89 points

NSA Children & Youth Rubric, cont

Each singer’s performance is adjudicated in comparison to the following standards

MASTERING
90-100 points

PERFORMANCE
READINESS

Secure memorization
Independence in
performance

Ability to complete
selections with
continuity
Foundational
performance skills

STYLE OF MUSIC

Age-appropriate levels
of differences in the
audition’s performance
as appropriate to the
category— whether CL,
MT, or CM music.

NOTE: See genre-specific
rubric as needed for
further details

The singer is generally
prepared,
demonstrates
memorization, and
completes the
performance with
occasional lapses in
confidence or
independence.

The singer
demonstrates
emerging awareness of
the stylistic
expectations of the
selected genre.

The singer performs
from memory with
growing confidence,
independence, and stage
awareness.

The singer performs with
increasing
understanding of the
style, character, and
performance practices
appropriate to the genre.

The singer performs with
confidence, secure
memorization, poise, and

independence throughout

the performance.

The singer demonstrates a
confident, age-appropriate
understanding of the
musical style and performs
with stylistic consistency.

39



